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BY REAR AC
THERE were three particular]

Farragut when he ran the fo
cension of the river. One o:

Watson now. Another, was Koorts;
third was George Dewey, now the

y These three the navy knows as "Fa

fi J What Dewey did at Manila surpr

y sessed the distinction among a swar:
all times absolute master of himself,
age, judgment and intelligence,

v, It was my fortune to give the si

p '.great achievement.
Farragut was running the forts b

J "

) executive officer of the sidewheel ste

/ ^ The signal ordered the Mississippi
f sas, which was steaming at us, and

utes to carry out the order in the mo

Melancthon Smith was the Miss;
! executive officer in more senses thai

| saw the opportunity for a brilliant t

; opportunity. His commander knew
~7 | trusted Dewey ^utter^y.
J 2 was on -the morning of April
l\ night not yet ou't of it: The fleet was

Fort Jackson on the west bank and i
smoke from funnels and guns hung -t

" °' a very hot time to come further
was the last of the line on one side a

fyWk -! on the other. This was -the station

§ ,-j it is the last ship that comes in for ir

* :ng forts, rams, war ship's'and fire i

plugs driven in ,to fill shot holes, and
os.t its novelty. The pnemy afloat h£
but just at dawn I caught sight of tl
and heading for us, intent on rammii

"Flag Officer," I called.Farragut
Manassas again!"

"Make a signal," he mswered, "

-was available for the job.to the Mis:

t Up went my flags. The first, tl

4 j meant, and the message followed <*'
sink her. Y

The flag halliards were not taut
hard and she was coming around a

drive her. The Mississippi was the 01

ford, Brooklyn, Richmond and Pensa
'T' ! turn as quick'y and were less fit for

little ahead of us, but she was able tc

J than would not have given the j b of
/ to anybody else,

f » | The Mississippi, swinging in a circ
\with one eye, while the other was k

was low on the water and her slopinj
^

dovetailed.
\ We knew veryjittle about ironclad

thought
"

the railroad iron would turr
ships and come right on and sink an;
much of a gun boat. She had just on
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jmiral osbon. diagram
[y wideawake young men with Admiral Shewing
rts below New Orleans and began the asfthese waB Watson; he is Rear-Admiral CrtdvllV
he is Rear-Admiral Koorts now; and the How
second Admiral in our country's history. _

rragut's cubs." ¥011119 D(«
ised none of the old naval crowd. He pos- OtVU^d
m of men who feared nothing of being at
His was a perfect combination of cour- Orders

andgnal that sent George Dewey to his first

Sank
elow New Orleans in 1862, and Dewey was
amer Mississippi.
i to destroy the rebel ironclad ram Manas- Dlana$$a$
it didn't take the Mississippi twenty minstmagnificent and spectacular style.
issippi's commander, but Dewey was the on bow and
1 the official one. His was the mind that back inside and
hing, and no rhan ever made more of his uay to hurt her

genius when it came under his eye, and we^ by this tim
i close, and she h

24, 1862, a dark, foggy morning with the board how and <

steaming up in a double line, hammering so 1 knelt on th

fort St.'Philip on the starboard side. The 11 was a ticklis
over the river and there were indications claimed.

up. The Hartford, Farragut's flagship, ^ ell, well,
md the Mississippi had the same position Just wait

of greatest danger, for in running forts anpu'1 1,1 a Pr'

lost of the peppering. We had been fightraftsand our woodei* ships bristled with tar barrels, cott

we had been on fire so much that it had
^ h°'' s'f^( 0ut

. . didn't know whiid been pretty well cleaned out below us,
. , So we knewae Manassos sneaking out from the shore

lg the stern off the Hartford. ' h< ^'Ss.ssii
was called flag officer then."here s the

sht began to a

imagine a great
, ,, the deck, runninto the.looking around to see what ship of how it lookeds.ssippi to sink that f llow!"

, spoke, but this ^
le pmant, told the Mississippi she was ,THartford and mfrectir.g her to engg> the .Manassas and

,work, no 4,000-yj
with nowadays i

!« </ ! tha Aff ooiooinrii'ci V»nlrv» t»tav> 4-
w»tru D ii^nu wcm. wmi closed by a circl
s quick as her big paddle wheels could a hundred yards
lly paddle-wheel Steamer there, the Hart- ghe came rig
cola all being screw l5<?£ts that could not from tbe shortes
the manoeuvre. The Mls?iss PPi was a preEs her guns a
get around to the enemy first. or the old ghe carried 1
tackling that rallroa l-iron-covert?*? th'ng she fired goiid bi

projectiles of to
le, took a little time, and we watched he." enough for the
eeping track of the ram. The Manassas Pharged her gum
? roof was covered with iron, bolted and geti^1" a&ainst tl

*
they hiv, and th<

Is, and th: re were n any at that time who ing bo'ts a.c *
i anything we might fire at it from our been paper.
7 wooden vessel. The Manassas was not The crush ar
ie big gun which she poked out of a "port and could judge,
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a shutter would drop like an eyelid, so there was no ten-story build
unless we pierced her armor. We knew her pretty staggered the r

ie. She had tried-to ram the Brooklyn, but was too sissippi swung
iad shouldered a big fire raft right under our star- have the start
set the Hartford ablaze. We could not drive her off, been bent, twis
e deck and pulled the plugs out of three big shells. The effect c
h time. Farragut saw me kneeling there and ex- satisfactory to

mysterious ten
Mr. Osbon, this is no time to pray." confused and e
a morpent, Flag Officer, and you'll hear the loudest was dangerous
a.yer that ever you heard. saw it was all
ard went the shells into the heart of the burning They drove her
wn nnu uii, uuu me explosion or tne snens Diew tne shutter of the s
if the fire ship and seared the Manassas away. She The ships ii
it was happening. have killed the
the Manassas pretty well. capture the wr
ipi did not have far to go. As soon as she was about the bank and s
ngle off down the river direct for the ram. Just ploding as she
big ferryboat, with paddle wheels reaching above The Mississ

ig down the Katahdin and you will have some idea the poop deck
to us on the Hartford. The single gun of the ram Smith or on th

vas only a sort of challenge. She was bound for the after the first
?ant to drive her steel boak into her. It was all close The who'e ]
ird ranges such as the tools the boys have to work how dangerous
nake possible. The whole thipg could have been en- certainly fatal,
e a few hundred yards in dimension. We were not old paddle-whee
from them ourselves when the Mississippi opened out. The only chanc

un w liic monoBDia ctiiu inen sneerea asiae ana ana at a range
it range let go her port broadside. She had to de- the greatest p
nd shoot right down on the ram. could deliver a
twelve eight-inch Paxham guns, sx on a side, and . i.e celerity
ills of iron. They were not the steel armor-p ercing the plans, carr
-day, of course, but spheres, and They were g*ood filled all with a
railroad iron. The Mississippi had evidently extra the Mississippi
3, and when those six huge masses of metal came to- share to smash
te Manassas's side they bent the fro^i rails wherever wreck in.the mt
i ends of the long railroad irons fle'w outward, pu'l- It was Dewi
ney bad been pins and ripping bande as if they had Later, when tl

Dewey was the
,, ^mpact was tremendous. We were used to noise our Admiral's c

T irQb globes smashing on the bent rails threw struction of tha
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cattered them like a bundle of laths dropped from a

ing. The air was full of flying sparks. The broadside
am and she began to back out of the way. The Misaroundand at almost 'equally close range let her
>oasd broadside full on the slope where the rails had
ted and broken by the first flight of eight-inch shot,
if this second discharge was wonderful and intensely
us on the Hartford who watched It and saw this

:or .reduced to a stack of old rails, tangled, twisted,
ill askew. After the second discharge the Manassas

only to the men on board of her. Her commander
up with his ram and made haste to run her ashore,
nose up on the bank as far as they could, opened the

'ingle port and began to scramble out anyhow,
a those days had no secondary batteries, or we could
last man of them. The Mississippi was preparing to
eck and riddled craft when the current pulled her off
he drifted down a little way and sank, the boilers exwentdown.
lppi naa no Bridge and the Captain fought her from
. Dewey was either on the poop with Melancthon
e main deck, but the smoke hid them from our sight
broadside.
performance was just like Dewey. He did not know
s the ram was, but he realized that hesitation was

If the Manassas had ever got a clear chance at the
;1 steamer it would have cut her in two with a blow.
:e was the one she took, to make fight f6r the ram

so close that the projectiles she could fire would have
PTlPtrn t inn anrl Kottor + niaAAaif

return.
With which Dewey, for the executive officer directed

ied out the order that fluttered from the Hartford
dmiration. It was not twenty minutes from the time
got the word that she was back in the line doing he»
the forts, and the once threatening Manassas was a

id at the bottom of the river.
=y's baptism of fire, and nobly he acquitted himself,
le Mississippi went down a riddled wreck herself,
last man to leave her. I did not see that, but in all
areer there is nothing finer to my mind than the d©tugly rail-ribbed ram below New Orleans,
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